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gave Vidal's reaction. Active measures were at once taken by the 
local health authorities, and with apparent success. 

It was soon discovered that the infection was derived from the water 
of the cisterns ; these cisterns, being underground, had become con- 
taminated by percolation of sewage through the soil. Eighty-five 
suspected cisterns were examined in June, and the water in 38 of these 
(44 per cent) was found to contain the typhoid bacillus. 

The polluted cisterns were promptly condemned. It is now pro- 
posed to procure, as soon as possible, the passage of a law prohibiting 
the building of cisterns for drinking water underground. The health 
department, is still continuing its investigations into the details of the 
cause of the outbreak. 

Respectfully, Jno. Vansant, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Status of smallpox in Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C, July 16, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that since my letter of the 9th instant 
no new cases of smallpox have been reported. Six patients have been 
discharged from the smallpox hospital and 5 remain. 

Respectfully, ¥m. C. Woodward, 

Health Officer. 

Smallpox in Memphis, Tenn. , from May 81, 1899, to July H, 1900. 

Memphis, Tenn., July 14, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of smallpox in 
the city of Memphis, from May 31, 1899, until to day. 

Respectfully, D. B. Robinson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., In Command. 

[Inclosure.] 
Report of smallpox in the city of mphis, Tenn., from May 81, 1899, to date. 
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Note. — Total number of cases, 643 ; deaths, 12 



Number of cases remaining under treatment, 3. 

Respectfully, D. E. Robinson, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. S., In Command. 



